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The Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE), at its
October 21-22, 2024 meeting, reviewed the Response to Stipulations submitted by the Marriage and

Family Therapy (MS) program at lona University.

The Commission voted to accept the program’s Response to Stipulations and to remove the following

Stipulations:

Key Element I-C
Key Element II-C
Key Element III-A
Key Element I1I-B
Key Element III-C
Key Element IlI-D
Key Element IlI-E
Key Element V-A
Key Element V-B
Key Element V-C
Key Element V-D

The Commission’s review of the program materials is below:
STANDARD I: OUTCOME-BASED EDUCATION

Key Element I-C: Communities of Interest

The program identifies its Communities of Interest, obtains formal and informal feedback from them,
and describes how they inform the program’s mission, goals, and Student Learning Outcomes.
Communities of Interest vary according to the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes and may
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include, but are not limited to, students, administrators, faculty, supervisors, consumers, graduates,
potential employers, germane regulatory bodies, germane private and public funding sources, and
diverse, marginalized, and/or underserved groups within these communities.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

STANDARD II: COMMITMENT TO DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION

Key Element II-C: Experience with Diverse, Marginalized, and/or Underserved Communities

The program demonstrates student experience in Couple or Marriage and Family Therapy practice

with diverse, marginalized, and/or underserved communities. Experiences may include:

1) professional activities (such as therapy, research, supervision, consultation, teaching, etc.) with
diverse, marginalized, and/or underserved communities; and/or

2) other types of activities (such as projects, service, interviews, workshops, etc.), as long as the
program can demonstrate that the experience is directly related to MFT activities, and students
are in interaction with members of these communities.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

STANDARD IlI: INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SUPPORTS

Key Element IlI-A: Fiscal and Physical Resources

The program demonstrates that fiscal and physical resources are sufficient to achieve the program’s
mission, goals, and outcomes. These resources are reviewed, revised as needed, and support program
effectiveness.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

Key Element I1I-B: Technological Resources

The program demonstrates that technological resources (e.q., laptops, audio/visual equipment, EMRs
and Billing Systems, Virtual Meeting Space) are secure, confidential, Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act compliant (if relevant), and sufficient to achieve the program’s mission, goals, and
outcomes. These resources are reviewed, revised as needed, and support program effectiveness.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

Key Element IlI-C: Instructional and Clinical Resources

The program demonstrates that instructional and clinical resources (e.g., space, personnel, supplies)
are sufficient to enable the program to meet the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes. These
resources are reviewed, revised as needed, and support program effectiveness.
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Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

Key Element IlI-D: Academic Resources and Student Support Services

The program demonstrates that academic resources (e.g., library, advising, writing centers) and
student support services (e.g., access to counseling, financial advising) are accessible to students and
sufficient to achieve the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes. These resources are reviewed based
on core faculty and student input, and the program takes action or advocates for institutional change
to address areas required for program effectiveness.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

Key Element IlI-E: Faculty Qualifications & Responsibilities

The faculty roles, in teaching, scholarship, service, and practice are identified clearly and are congruent

with the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes.

e The faculty members are academically, professionally, and experientially qualified to achieve the
program’s mission, goals, and outcomes. The qualifications must be identified in documented
descriptions of roles and responsibilities. Faculty members must have documented expertise in
their area(s) of teaching responsibility and knowledge of the content delivery method (e.g.,
distance learning).

e The program must demonstrate that it has mechanisms for reviewing and evaluating faculty
effectiveness in support of the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes. Faculty evaluations
include explicit links to the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

STANDARD V: PROGRAM EFFECTIVENESS AND IMPROVEMENT

Key Element V-A: Demonstrated Student/Graduate Achievement
The program provides aggregated data regularly collected on student/graduate achievement.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

Key Element V-B: Demonstrated Achievement of Program Goals

The program describes how data was analyzed and provides aggregated data that demonstrates
achievement of each program goal via data from measured Student Learning Outcomes, based on
targets and benchmarks provided in the program’s outcome-based education framework—data from
Student Learning Outcomes demonstrate that the program is meeting program goals.
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Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

Key Element V-C: Demonstrated Achievement of Faculty Effectiveness

The program must demonstrate faculty effectiveness in achieving the program’s mission, goals, and

outcomes.

e The program provides aggregated data that demonstrates the Program Director provides
effective leadership for the program to achieve its program’s mission, goals, and outcomes.

e The program provides aggregated data that demonstrates the performance and achievements
of faculty that support attainment of the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

Key Element V-D: Demonstrated Program Improvement

The program demonstrates how evidence is used to maintain the achievement of Student Learning
Outcomes and/or foster program improvement with plans for future improvement based on the
evidence. Evidence includes but is not limited to findings regarding program goals and outcomes,
student/graduate achievement, Communities of Interest, and evaluations (as described in the
assessment plan) of curriculum and teaching/learning practices; fiscal and physical resources;
technological resources; instructional and clinical resources; academic resources; and student support
resources. Data should demonstrate that the program is meeting its goals and outcomes, especially
specified targets and benchmarks and if not, what plans the program has for meeting or modifying its
goals.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element. The Stipulation is removed.

The program is accredited with no stipulations for the cycle of November 1, 2022 -
November 1, 2029.

The following document must be submitted in the required format by the noted deadline:

Document Submission Deadline
Annual Report January 31, 2025
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Please feel free to contact the Accreditation Office by e-mail at coa@aamft.org or by phone at (703)
253-0448 if you have further questions or if you would like any additional information.

Sincerely,

F&iﬁ/a@
Heather Katafi¥sz, PhD Il Fogolin
COAMFTE Chair Director of Accreditation
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